Who knew that Joseph McCarthy had walked the steps of Camp Evans, demanding access to the top secret research facilities during the Red Scare? Who knew that the site was, in its day, famous for harnessing the brainpower of the best and the brightest, regardless of gender or race? It occurred to me as a future educator that this hidden treasure of New Jersey needed to be shared with a wider public. Inspired by an instructional packet that my professor from Monmouth University (Susan Douglass) had created to facilitate educators' visits to the New Jersey Vietnam Veterans Memorial and Education Center, I began devising one for use at Camp Evans. Before I knew it, I had created a lesson plan and several activities that could bring to life the WWII-era history of Camp Evansall, importantly, tied to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies. As any educators reading this will know, by Grade 12, NJCCCS creates the expectation that students will be able to evaluate the role of New Jersey and its citizens in World War II. The InfoAge Science and History Learning Center is the perfect place to achieve this goal. 
Lesson Plan

Lesson: Class Trip to Infoage / Camp Evans
Objectives:
Students will be able to (SWBAT) engage in a firsthand look at equipment from WWII including radios, weapons, radar equipment, vehicles, and beacons.
SWBAT compose a reflection of the trip and the impact New Jersey had on the country's war effort, as well as articulate how radar and other technologies helped assist in the Allied Victory of WWII.
Standards:
6.1.12.B.12.a, Explain the role that geography played in the development of military strategies and weaponry in World War II.
6.1.12.C.11.b, Relate new wartime inventions to scientific and technological advancements in the civilian world. Explain the KKK at the site, and the fact that the building they will be entering was known as the "Imperial Hotel" when the KKK held their meetings there. They moved out in 1929 due to economic collapse and failure to pay rent. c. Note the King's College period. d. Explain the purchase of the area for Fort Monmouth and how it was used from WWII up to and including the Gulf War in the 1990s. 3. Arrive at the location, take attendance. 4. Enter the Marconi Hotel facility, be sure to remind the class that the site is both a Living WWII Museum and a National Historic Site. Explain the significance of both and that proper behavior is expected. 5. Meet with and follow the appointed Guide through the Museum.
a. Be sure that the Guide is aware of the class's focus on WWII technology and that the exhibits being visited are relevant. 6. Make your way into the WWII Military Exhibit.
a. Focus on the motorcycle in the center of the display (Fig. 1) b. Next focus on the Jeep Wrangler and its legacy as a military vehicle, draw a correlation to the necessity for an all-terrain vehicle due to geography of the war (Fig 2 & 3) c. Bring attention to the propaganda posters on the wall and how they pushed towards the war effort (Fig 4) d. Point out the picture of the officers at Camp Evans and see if they can find the female. Acknowledge that Camp Evans was a racial and gender neutral military base (Fig 5) e. Finally, direct the students to the enlarged picture of the news article that showed how radar contributed to the sinking of Japanese ships. Use this as a transition to the Radar Room (Fig 6) f. Before leaving, allow the students to look at the rest of the exhibit. 7. Head to the Radar Exhibition.
a. Have the guide explain the science of the radar and the impact of all the different tubes used in its creation. (We are history teachers, not science teachers, leave some areas for the experts.) b. Reinforce the fact that these items were created right there at Camp Evans and in New Jersey. It happened in their backyards! (Fig 7 & 8 ) c. Bring attention to the necessary design of this equipment, having to work in all conditions and under all geographic variables! (Fig 9) d. Have the Guide share the story of how the tubes were sent out and received the day before Pearl Harbor, and how the scientists at Camp Evans were scared that their radar had not worked upon attack. e. Seek out the beacon and have the Guide share the importance and history of the beacon, and its impact in both the Battle of the Bulge and D-Day. Again, reinforce that this was invented in New Jersey! (Fig 10) f. Allow the students to ask questions and view the remainder of the room. 8. Head over to the Radio Museum where students can view the radios of the 1930s, 40s, and 50s. Review the impact of FDR's Fireside Chats. 9. Let the students roam around the large display of antique radios, and even let them play with the Morse Code receiver. 10. Leave and head down to the Military Vehicles exhibition.
a. Give a brief lesson and review on the huge importance of all-terrain vehicles and let the students point out vehicles which would be suitable in certain terrain. b. Allow the students to roam around and view the weapons, clothing, and other equipment used by soldiers at war. 11. If time allows, take a tour of the Space Race exhibits for a preview into the Cold War, the next unit after WWII. a. Camp Evans was home to radio transmissions to space, hurricane tracking, observations of Sputnik, and satellite imagery.
Assessment: Student Preparation and Activity Sheets
